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G.A.T.E.Ways to Learning is published at the end of each trimester and includes articles that share what’s happening at each of 

our school sites. 

Thank you to all who attended our Fall 

Family G.A.T.E. Activity on Saturday, October 7, 

2019 at Carnelian Elementary School. Over 150 

participants had the opportunity to try their 

hand at ten different S.T.E.A.M. activities such 

as: stacking Jenga pieces, creating paintings 

with magnets and learning science while playing 

with bubbles. A special thank you to Carnelian 

Elementary students, staff and PTA, who helped 

wherever they were needed, including setting up 

posters, check-ins and selling food.  

 
We would also like to thank CHESS 

MASTERS for facilitating a highly successful 

non-elimination Chess Tournament involving 61 

participants that ranged from beginner to 

advanced.  

  

The winners of the Chess tournament are: 

 

Beginner 

                    1st   Scarlett McNabb, Stork 

                    Intermediate 

                   1st Tyler Prescher, ALJH 

           Advanced 

                    1st Andrew Popaluca, Banyan 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

G.A.T.E. STEM  

   Showcase 

Thursday, February 6, 2020 

Banyan Elementary School 

6:30 – 7:30 
*Check In - 6:15 

G.A.T.E. Student’s chosen by their 

school site will get the opportunity to 

showcase their G.A.T.E. STEM 

projects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Spring Family G.A.T.E 

Activity 

SPELLING BEE 

  Tuesday, April 9, 2020 
Alta Loma Junior High 

 6:00 p.m. Registration 

~ Spelling Bee to start immediately after 

registration is complete ~ 
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G.A.T.E. Advisory Committee 
 

The District G.A.T.E. Advisory Committee, 

whose members are parents and staff from each 

school, meet three times a year.  The remaining 

meetings for 2019-2020 will be held on: 

 

    Tuesday, January 30, 2020 

     Thursday, April 30, 2020 

 

Meeting times vary and are held at the 

Alta Loma School District Support Center in the 

upstairs conference room. 

 

 

G.A.T.E.Ways 

Newsletter On-Line! 

 
This G.A.T.E.Ways to Learning newsletter is only 

available online!  To access the newsletter and 

current information on our district G.A.T.E. 

program, visit our district website at  

www.alsd.k12.ca.us.  The newsletter as well as 

program information can be found under the 

Educational Services portion of the website.  The 

next G.A.T.E. newsletter will be available 

February 26, 2020.  

                

 

  We are excited to help our 

students realize their potential socially, 

developmentally, and academically!  The variety 

of activities and opportunities provided are 

intended to engage and stimulate curiosity as 

well as encourage deep learning.   Our goal is to 

ensure pathways that lead to college and 

career preparedness and excellence.  In the 

classroom, that means high academic standards 

and high expectations. G.A.T.E. students should 

demonstrate academic excellence and critical 

thinking in daily assignments, projects, and 

especially in writing. Students should 

demonstrate thoughtful analysis and 

expression. For most of our G.A.T.E. students, 

math instruction should be accelerated, 

especially at the junior high school level.  

                Students participating in the 

G.A.T.E. program should maintain excellent 

grades in core subjects: language arts, 

mathematics, social studies, and science.  

Teachers and/or the Dean of Students at each 

junior high will monitor G.A.T.E. student 

progress to determine whether or not the 

student should continue on an accelerated pace.  

 

                We look forward to a positive and 

productive relationship with both you and your 

child. 

 

Lori Thompson 

Associate Superintendent 

Educational Services 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

This year’s G.A.T.E. club at Alta 

Loma Elementary has started with 

BANG!  An exploding mentos and 

soda hands on STEM project to be 

exact. Our goal is to get our 

students excited about discovery and 

All our schools differentiate instruction for G.A.T.E. students 

within their regular classrooms.  In addition, some special 

enrichment activities are provided.  The following articles 

from each of the schools describe these classrooms and 

special activities. 
 

http://www.alsd.k12.ca.us/
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exploration. With the focus of STEAM we’ve 

had engaging activities that gave our students a 

chance to think outside the box and get their 

hands dirty. The students designed variations 

to the traditional candy- soda experiment and 

had a blast testing their ideas. We 

also researched and engineered 

various plane designs to meet 

specific needs. This was a great 

way to get the students excited 

about their first upcoming field 

trip to the Planes of Fame Air Museum. We are 

excited for what’s in store in the upcoming 

trimesters.  

 

Planes of Fame 

 

 

 

 

For our first G.A.T.E. field trip this year, 

we visited the Planes of Fame Air Museum at 

the Chino Airport.  Our students were able to 

get up close with real planes of all shapes and 

sizes from around the world throughout 

history.  The guides were very passionate about 

aviation history, and shared their wealth of 

knowledge with us on our tour.  After touring 

the museum and eating our sack lunches, we 

took a trip to the gift shop to see what 

souvenirs we could get to commemorate our 

special day.  The students had a great time 

learning about aviation and world history! 

 

My G.A.T.E. Experience 

 

 So far G.A.T.E. has been really fun!  The 

Coke and Mentos explosion was fun because I 

liked to see how high the explosion would be 

with different sizes of Coke, or how the 

number of Mentos affect the explosion.  I 

thought that the paper airplane contest was fun 

because I liked to test different paper 

airplanes, and it was exciting to actually fly the 

airplanes in a contest.  The trip to the Planes of 

Fame Air Museum was fun because I got to see 

old planes and some still flew!  T thought it was 

cool to see a replica of the first plane that you 

could turn.  This is why G.A.T.E. has been fun 

for me so far this year. 

 

     By: Mikaela Olson 
 

 

BANYAN    

     BULLDOGS  

 

 
 

 

By Golly, It’s Cal Poly! 

    

     On September 26, 2019, the G.A.T.E 

students, including myself, visited California 

State Polytechnic University. It was tons of 

fun. We went to see some reptiles and my 

favorite was Galaxy, the iguana. 

We fed Galaxy grape leaves 

and I enjoyed watching her eat 

them. There were other 

reptiles too, like a turtle and a 

snake. Another fun thing that we participated 

in was crushing acorns, like the Native 

Americans used to do. Later, we entered a room 

where we used instruments that transferred 

sound. We were able to communicate with these 

tools by yelling into them and the sound carried 

to a different section of the room called The 

Rainforest. In the rainforest section, we were 

awed by giant catfish that were longer than my 
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arms! We also saw plants like the cocoa tree 

and the vanilla tree. Visiting a college campus 

taught me that nature is important and we 

should protect it. This college trip also taught 

me about many plants and animals. Did you know 

the cocoa tree produces cocoa beans that are 

used to make yummy chocolate and that 

tortoises can live up to fifty years? This college 

is interesting and helped me learn a lot. I might 

want to go to this college when I’m older! 

 

By: Joyce Zhang 
 

 

G.A.T.E. Field Trip to Cal Poly 

 

 The G.A.T.E. field trip to Biotrek at Cal 

Poly was really fun and amazing. Our fifth grade 

group first went up to a room with lots of 

spinning chairs. We talked about the regions in 

California, like the mountain region and the 

desert region. We also talked about some 

organisms that live in the 

regions. For example, cacti, 

jackrabbits, and 

snakes live in the desert 

region. Then, we made 

noise with instruments like 

what we would have done if we were lost in a 

forest. At first, we were just making lots of 

noise that was noisy and out of order. After 

that, we started making music with a rhythm 

that was slow and quiet at first but then fast 

and loud at the end. Then, we yelled, “Can you 

hear us?” and the people down below us said, 

“Yes we can.” We also went outside and took a 

little walk. We ended up going to a tent, but 

first, we went to a pond nearby. According to 

the guide, if we looked closely, we would see 

tadpoles. Then, we went to the tent. There 

were fans that were said to be powered by the 

sun. The guide showed us how to use it. You 

have to connect the wires in the fan. Then, you 

have to bring it in the sun where the solar 

panels can collect the energy, and the fan will 

start turning. As some kids grabbed the fans, 

other kids went to a table with two light bulbs 

and if you turn the handles, the light in the 

light bulb will turn on. 

 Another place we went to was a room 

that was humid and had plants from rainforests. 

We looked at the different plants. There was a 

tree that was said to be a “walking tree.” 

Another plant was a plant that looked like it 

would close on your finger if you touched it, 

but it didn’t. I touched it and it 

didn’t bite me. Also, there was a 

tree with cacao. The cacao felt 

good when I touched the inside. 

The guide handed out 

something that seemed soft like lotion 

and I spread it on my hand. There were loud 

noises above and I realized that that was the 

room where we made the loud noises too. When 

they yelled, “Can you hear us?” we yelled, “Yes 

we can,” just like the other group did to us. Our 

group went to another place where we sat down 

on rocks. The guide that was with us explained 

to us the way Indians ground acorns to eat.  

The last place we went to was another 

tent with three guides there. One of the guides 

brought out a snake. Our group got to touch the 

snake. The snake felt smooth. Another animal 

they showed us was a lizard. We also got to 

touch the lizard. The skin this time was a bit 

rough. Finally, we got to see a turtle. We got to 

see the turtle slowly walk around. After that, 

we ate lunch. After we ate lunch, Mr. Guerrero 

showed us around the school campus since he 

used to go to the school and knew the way 

around. The trip to Cal Poly was really fun.   

By: Alexis Lee 
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The Cal Poly Pomona Field Trip 

 

The Cal Poly field trip was a very fun 

experience. When we arrived at the college, I 

was amazed at its campus. The buildings were 

large and there were so many exotic plants. My 

group started at a small area with a few 

activities. There was a pond and a few pine 

trees. The first activity was a small model wind 

turbine and a solar panel. There were a few and 

we each took one and put it in the sun. The wind 

turbines did not spin much because it was a 

gloomy day outside. The next activity we did 

was with four pedals. Two pedals had a 

fluorescent light attached to them and the 

other had a LED light attached to it. Two 

people spun the pedals to see how much more 

energy it takes to power up the fluorescent 

light than it takes to power up the LED light. 

We moved to the next station with some 

animals. We got to pet a gecko and snake, and 

we got to feed a turtle. The gecko was very 

delicate and the snake was ragged and bumpy. 

After we stayed there for a while, we moved to 

the next area which was a greenhouse. Inside 

the greenhouse there were so many plants and 

there was even a few animals. There was this 

one tree that was called a walking tree. It 

plants its roots in a different area and then, 

over decades, moves to that new area. It looked 

very unusual. In the next area, we learned about 

the climate in different areas and then we were 

all handed an instrument. We all made a loud 

sound together. After this we ate lunch and 

went home. This trip was so fun and I hope that 

I can do this again sometime. 

 

By: Lauren Frame 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Carnelian G.A.T.E. Pumpkin Hurl 

 

A sensationally smashing good time was had by 

all at this year’s G.A.T.E. PUMPKIN HURL. 

4th Grade came with the most pumpkins to hurl. 

Even Mrs. Feyk’s “It’s Worth a Shot” Pumpkin 

survived until its smashing demise on the 

second hurl. 

Samuel Maldonado’s “Where’s My 

Broom” per Harry Potter fame 

survived 3 hurls until the final 

smash into oblivion. There will be a 

sequel. 

Gianna Carson’s Cotton Candy 

Cucurbits alliterative pumpkin lost 

its spooky white paint in the 2nd 

smash. But it was such a DRAMATIC 

end to a finely named pumpkin. 

Diah Alcantara’s Comet pumpkin was 

the most colorful and 

aerodynamically correct as it strove to hit the 

stratosphere before it smashed.  

Nathan Peraza’s Golf Ball Pumpkin 

putted its way to oblivion as it flew 

and then hit the fence. Hole in one?  

Maurie Guevarra’s Jack Oh Lantern Pumpkin 

flew with its lightweight and small wind 

resistance. Hollow but Mighty until its final 

smash. 

Alyssa Parra’s Boo! Pumpkin 

had the highest Bounce record 

and went the farthest on the 

first hurl. It also hurled to 

High School and was brought back by the High 

School grounds person.  Alas it went BOOM! On 

its final hurl. 
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Aaron Brown’s “I Don’t Know Pumpkin” smashed 

after a great roll. And then with the Boy Scout 

Motto Be Prepared- Aaron produced another 

pumpkin to hurl two more times until Spare 

Pumpkin’s final smash. 

Betty Ochoa’s Pumpkin Pie had many dramatic 

rolls before smashing into smithereens. Pumpkin 

Pie anyone? 

In 5th Grade Brandon Connell’s Family Time 

Pumpkin went over the fence to High School 

where it “hit the wall” and smashed to bits. But 

it is comforting to know it was well educated.  

Tatiana Duque’s Bat Plane Pumpkin flew 

majestically but alas lost one wing. It still 

valiantly hurled 

two more times before its final 

smash. It was the most dynamic pumpkin. 

Logan Shipley’s Zombot Pumpkin was cleverly 

designed and rolled far for three hurls before 

it’s smashing ending. 

Brody Blanchard’s Dallas Cowboys Silver 

pumpkin, Elliot lit up brilliantly across the sky in 

its hurl until it met its smashing end at the 

chain link fence.  

Lyla Pineda’s Melted Crayon Pumpkin Iris was 

well equipped and had a super roll with each 

hurl. Iris survived all hurls and will be displayed 

in the library. 

In 6th Grade  

Joy Ayad’s The Ghost of Pumpkins Past survived 

4 hurls with rolling excellence. Her pumpkin is 

on display as a survivor in the library as well. 

Connor Smith’s Red Cape Flying Super Gourd 

flew in glory across the afternoon sky. Even 

losing his cape maintained his 

Superhero Dignity and survived all 

hurls. Super Gourd is now on display in the 

library as well.  

Congratulations to all our pumpkin hurlers who 

dazzled all our on-lookers. 

Many thanks to the parents who came to help 

and man the slingshot for pumpkins to be 

launched. A Thrilling Cast of Character 

Pumpkins gave us a Great G.A.T.E. good time.  

 

G.A.T.E. Activities 

 

Our first G.A.T.E. Activity was when we 

discussed what we were going to do in future 

G.A.T.E. Activities. We also created a website 

for people to see our on-going activities. The 

next that activity we did after that was when 

we went to the LA County Fair. We did a lot of 

fun stuff like make adobe bricks, ride some of 

the rides and use the 

tickets we bought. My 

favorite thing we did is 

when we saw the pig race.  

 

Overall I had lots of fun it was probably the 

best G.A.T.E. activity I went to so far. The 

recent G.A.T.E. activity was the pumpkin hurl. 

We each got the time to get a pumpkin and 

decorate it. Then we went to the field and get 

to slingshot them in the air and see who breaks 

last. Well sadly mine was really small and it 

broke easily but its fine because I still had lots 

of fun. When we were done we ate snacks and 

after we were done we got to play games like 

Jenga and more. All of them were pretty fun 

and my favorite part was I get to spend time 

with some of my G.A.T.E. friends. 

 

By: Maurie Guevarra 
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G.A.T.E. newsletter 

 

First, G.A.T.E. is so fun we get to do a lot of 

fun things. We get to go on field trips that 

other people don't get to go on. My favorite 

field trip was the LA County Fair. We got to 

look at snakes and touch them. Plus we went on 

rides.  We even bought 200 tickets and went on 

the log ride twice!  We got to see pig races, 

and my team was green. We got to see the barn 

and build bricks. We even got 

to pan for gold. We also got to 

keep the gold. It's cool 

panning for gold because our 

state is the Golden State. 

G.A.T.E. is so much fun! 

 

Second, the pumpkin launch was the best. We 

had to build aero dynamic pumpkins. My 

pumpkin was a golf ball, and golf balls have 

those little holes in them. That's what makes 

go so far because it’s aero dynamic. I love 

pumpkins, they’re really cool. My friend 

Samuel’s pumpkin was cool because it was Harry 

Potter. G.A.T.E. is the best thing ever. 

 

By: Nathan Peraza 
 

G.A.T.E 

 

So far in G.A.T.E we have done a lot of fun 

things. There was the meeting we had when we 

started to start our website. We had a lot of 

fun with it! The second thing we did was go to 

the L.A County Fair. My 

group and I thought it was 

the best day ever! We 

panned for real gold and 

fools gold. The last ride we 

went on was a water ride. 

The thing we just did was the Pumpkin Hurl. My 

pumpkin lasted until the 3rd  round. It was 

named Pumpkin Pie because I drew a person 

smelling a pumpkin pie. The 2 winner’s names 

were Alyssa and Samuel. G.A.T.E has been a 

whole lot of fun!      

 

By: Betty Ochoa 
 
 

 
 

I was really excited when my teacher gave me 

the paper that the Legoland field trip was one 

of the field trips for G.A.T.E. After we got off 

the bus, we went into Legoland we had a 

robotics class. We got to program the robot 

from the computer. After the robotics class we 

had an hour until lunch so we went on some of 

  
the rides. The rides are so fun. After lunch our 

group went to look at the miniature cities. The 

Empire State Building was there and parts of 

Las Vegas too. We went on lots of the rides. At 

4:45 pm we boarded the bus to go back to 

school. It took 3 hours. When we came back to 

school it was 8:00 pm. The G.A.T.E. field was 

one of the best field trips ever! 

By: Nawoda Gunasekara 
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For one of our G.A.T.E. activities  we were going 

to draw a haunted mansion. It was so fun and 

Mrs.Reyes put us into groups. When we were in  

groups we had to estimate to turn 

a small picture into a big picture. 

We had to use math to find how 

many squares the house was but 

it was still fun. We all had to do a 

different theme like space, 

western, and underwater. It was so cool to see 

other drawings. It was so fun to draw haunted 

mansions.             

By: Dailyn Lazero 
 
 

 
 

 
G.A.T.E. Family Day 

 

  

Hello my name is Chimdi. When I attended 

G.A.T.E. family day at Vineyard Jr. High I 

really enjoyed it. The things I did there 

included: making a bird that was able to balance 

on my finger, and learning how to blow a bubble 

with just your hand. Before that, there was a 

chess tournament which I attended. I did 

pretty well, but I lost in the end. The 

Important thing is that I had fun. I really 

enjoyed G.A.T.E. family day and I belive you 

would too. 

 

By: Chimdi Nnamonu 

 

Hello, we participated in the after school 

G.A.T.E. activity. During the activity, we had 

to build a lander that could be dropped from 

a high place and stay standing. To build the 

lander we used a cup, paper, marshmallows, 

tape, and plastic straws.  Our first try failed  

because it was not stable but, when we tried 

to fix it we ran out of time. When it was our 

turn it failed, then one of our group members 

pulled the parts off. When we 

dropped it again from a higher 

height it actually worked and landed. 

It was super fun and we had a good 

time with our friends. 

 

By: Noah Rivas and Norah Simon 
 

G.A.T.E Activity 

The G.A.T.E. activity was based on the 

landing of Apollo 11 on the moon.  We were 

trying to create a lander similar to the Apollo 

11. Our goal was to figure out how to create a 

space lander that would land safely on the 

moon (The carpet for our activity). Everyone 

had a specific amount of materials to work 

with such as four giant marshmallows (two 

for the astronauts and two for stickiness). 

We also had six straws, three rubber bands, 

a piece of cardboard for the base, three 

notecards, a cup for the astronauts (the 

marshmallows) and a pair of scissors. We 

first taped the cup to the piece of 

cardboard.  Next, we cut holes through the 

corners to put the straws through.  The tip 

of each straw was then taped to cup which 

was secured by a couple rubber bands. We 

added marshmallow to the tips of the straws 

to the notecards. Doing this secured the 
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straws and gave the marshmallows 

(astronauts) a softer landing.  Once we were  

done, our lander was in a series of three 

tests.  First, was two feet and six inches tall.  

Our lander passed the test.  After, was five 

feet which we also passed.  But the final test 

was too towering.  There were three groups 

that passed the final test, but unfortunately 

only one group passed the very last test. We 

enjoyed our experience learning about how to 

make use of our limited materials and about 

Apollo 11’s landing. Everyone 

in G.A.T.E. should come to 

these extraordinary 

activities. 

 

By: Gabby Haddad and Skyley 
Rojanavanij 

 
G.A.T.E Stem night 

 

During The G.A.T.E night, we learned that when 

astronauts land, they have to do it perfectly on 

their first try or else they could get seriously 

hurt. The objective was to make landers for 

the shuttle to land safely. The materials we 

used were four marshmallows, eight plastic 

straws, two index cards, three rubber bands, a 

paper cup, scissors, tape, and a piece of 

cardboard. With two of the marshmallows, we 

used them as the astronauts. Here are some of 

the rules that applied: You cannot cover the 

top of the cup, you cannot tape the astronauts  

to the bottom of the cup, and you cannot do 

anything with the cup. With the rules and the 

materials, the students constructed the 

shuttles. After, we tested them from to 

different heights, two feet and five feet. Then 

we saw who’s would be a great design, and who’s 

needs some work. 

 

By: Adrian 
 

 

 

Jasper  

  Elementary 

 

 

 
Jasper’s G.A.T.E. students are roving into 

the new school year with intergalactic activities 

that are out of this world.  Students have 

entered NASA’s official “Name 

the Rover” contest and are 

competing to be the student who 

gets to name the 2020 Mars 

rover.  At our first meeting, 

students constructed their own Mars rovers, 

using common classroom supplies, with the 

constraints that the rover would be dropped 

from the top of a ladder without losing their 

two marshmallow astronauts upon 

landing.  Students adjusted their designs as 

needed and all teams were successful in the 

end.  It was an afternoon filled with laughter 

and pride.   

 

In November, students will travel to the 

Columbia Space Memorial and will participate in 

a Mars Mission simulation.  Each student will be 

placed on a team as part of a crew manifest and 

will be given a specific position on that team.  

Teams will have to work together within their 

team and as a larger crew to successfully 
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complete their mission.  Students will have to 

utilize a variety of learning styles and skills in 

order to be successful on this mission.  Later in 

November, students will be constructing their 

own edible Mars rovers. 

 

By: Mrs. Aguilar 
 

In G.A.T.E., we built a rover with a 

parachute that could drop from a height of the 

ceiling.  There were marshmallows in a cup that 

we had to make sure did not fall out on the way 

down.  I had Ava M. and Izzy in my group.  We 

kind of bent the rules and used our supply bag   

to fill with air.  We also opened it halfway so it 

wouldn’t bounce.  Our group accomplished this 

challenge twice.  After 

everyone had a successful 

drop, Mrs. Aguilar allowed us 

to have some of the extra 

marshmallow’s.  That day was 

so much fun I can’t wait for 

the rest of the year. 

 

By: Samantha Rey 
 

  

This year’s G.A.T.E. activities have been 

riveting.  We’ve made model Mars rovers as an 

experiment and appreciation for the soon to be 

launched Mars rover. 

 

By: Mia Lucero 
 

The first meeting was about rovers. We 

had to engineer a spacecraft that would fall on 

the ground without a crash, to keep the 

marshmallows (passengers) in the rocket.  We 

had to make sure the structure did not break 

or collapse while flying, or while landing. The 

biggest challenge was not to eat the 

marshmallows, not to keep them from flying out  

of the spacecraft. Thankfully nobody ate the 

marshmallows.  

We have an upcoming field trip to 

Columbia Space Memorial on Wednesday, 

November 6, 2019. I hope that we will have lots 

of fun there. This field trip will educate us on 

space and engineering. I want to thank Mrs. 

Aguilar who helped us have this field trip. We 

couldn’t have done it without her. 

 

By: Bethany Ochoa 
 

 G.A.T.E. is one of the best programs I 

have been involved with our school in 2019-

2020.  We have already had a G.A.T.E. meeting 

based on the new Mars rover that will be 

launching this February.  Our 

amazing G.A.T.E. teacher, Mrs. 

Aguilar is allowing students to do 

amazing activities for the Mars 

rover, including our upcoming 

field trip to the Columbia 

Space Memorial for a Mars Mission. 

 

By: Ava Medina 
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First Trimester of G.A.T.E. 

 

 The first trimester for G.A.T.E. was 

really exciting, especially because this is my 

first year in G.A.T.E.. We went on a field trip to 

Cal Poly Pomona.  We also did an activity about 

how to raise money for Water for South 

Sudan.   

 

 We did an activity about water wells. We 

want to raise money so that the people in South 

Sudan could have clean and fresh 

water. They usually have brown and 

dirty water. We are raising money 

by collecting empty plastic water 

bottles and cans on the first Friday of every 

month. The first collect we did, we raised 

around three hundred dollars! 

 

 Our second activity for G.A.T.E. was 

going on a field trip to Cal Poly Pomona. My 

group went to a station where we got to pet 

animals and look at them. I think my favorite 

animal was the chameleon. Then we went to a 

station where we cracked acorns and made it 

into a powder. The Native Americans would do 

that so they would have food for the winter 

with all the other foods they saved. After that 

we went to a station where we made music out 

of old instruments the Native Americans would 

use. Then we got a piece of bamboo and a rock, 

we made a paintbrush out of the rock and piece 

of bamboo. The last station we had was a 

rainforest station. They had a type of crocodile 

that was really small. At that station we saw 

cocoa butter and we got to touch it. The 

G.A.T.E. field trip was really fun! 

 

This is my first year in G.A.T.E., I am 

having fun already and I can’t wait for other 

activities and field trips! I really liked the 

South Sudan activity because we go to make a 

mini water well and try to make clear water. I 

also liked the field trip because I got to learn 

something new and I liked and having a tour of 

Cal Poly Pomona. 

 

By: Aubrey Chung 
 

1st Trimester G.A.T.E. Activities! 

 

             Today, I will be telling you all about 

some activities we did in the 1st trimester. 

Some activities I am going to mention are the 

water well activity, the Cal Poly Pomona Field 

Trip, and our recycling program. 

 

             The first G.A.T.E. activity we did this 

year was the water well activity. In this 

activity, we had to try to make a water well   

surrounded by dirt and sand. This 

was a challenge for some people 

because we had to make a spoon 

out of foil that fit in a toilet paper 

roll. This was hard because if it was 

too big then the toilet paper roll would get 

lifted up and the sand and dirt would go under 

it. This was by far one of my favorite activities 

this trimester. 
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             The second activity was optional and 

but I decided to do it. The second activity was 

making a poster about recycling to help get 

people at our school to bring in recyclables 

items. I did this poster with my classmate, 

Emily Florio. On the poster we had to have some 

information about why we need to collect 

bottles and cans. We could also have a slogan of 

some sort. Our slogan was a Michael Jackson 

quote, ’’If you want to make the world a better 

place take a look at yourself and then make 

that change!’’ This was our quote because to us, 

it meant that to make the world a better place 

you should help and recycle.  

 

            The last thing I will be telling you about 

is our field trip. This trimester we went to Cal 

Poly Pomona for our field 

trip. We learned 

about Native 

Americans and some 

of the ways they 

survived. We also 

learned about nature 

and why we should protect it. They 

have a greenhouse at the college and they 

turned it into a rainforest type of thing. This 

was my favorite rotation we had because they 

showed us some of the most interesting things. 

They showed us a walking tree, a cocoa bean, a 

tree that would take over the whole area if it 

wasn’t trimmed, and they even had some real 

life alligators! Cool right! 

             I hope you enjoyed my article about on 

the first trimester. I had a ton of fun and 

really enjoyed it!  

 

By: Claire Brubaker 
 

 

 

G.A.T.E Newsletter 

 

This trimester I learned a lot of things 

including the importance of water and how some 

people do not have water right out of a faucet. 

Our school is taking part in the Iron Giraffe 

Challenge to raise money for a well in South 

Sudan Africa by recycling. 

 

The first activity we did at the start of 

the year was where we learned about South 

Sudan and the Iron Giraffe Challenge that our 

school was taking part in. In this activity, we 

tried to make wells that worked out of a toilet 

paper tube, a large can, a straw and a piece of 

tin foil. I was working with Aubrey Chung, Lucy 

Fabresio and Nora Dillanardo. We put the toilet 

paper tube in the center of the large can and 

added sand, gravel, and water. We used the tin 

foil and straw to make a scoop that would 

hopefully retrieve clean water from the middle 

of the toilet paper tube. Only a few groups 

wells worked because many teams did not 

secure the toilet paper tube hard enough to the 

bottom of the large can. 

 
 The other activity we did was actually a 

field trip to a greenhouse at a college campus. 

At the greenhouse there were 5 rotations: 

rainforest, museum, Native American, dinosaur 

age and animals. In the rainforest sections we 

learned about things like the smallest 

crocodiles in the world and the walking tree. 
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We also got to put cocoa butter on our hands 

and smell the inside of a 

cocoa bean. In the museum 

we learned about biomes and 

used Native American 

instruments. When we got 

to the Native American 

station we pounded down 

acorns inside to powder like 

a Native American family would do. In the 

dinosaur age section we learned about plants 

that were in the dinosaur age and did a few 

activities with solar power. In the animal 

station we learned about a turtle, two lizards, a 

gecko, and a snake. We got to see  and touch all 

of these animals, which was a really cool 

feature. We also named the turtle Billy Bob Joe 

which everyone thought was hilarious. 

 

 In conclusion, I learned a lot of 

information from the first trimester and I'm 

super excited for what's next! I had tons of 

fun and learned more than I could have 

imagined. This trimester was a great one.  

 
By: Kaleb Eyster 

 
G.A.T.E. Newsletter 

 

 So far G.A.T.E. has been very 

entertaining with all the field trips and 

fundraising that we do in G.A.T.E.. I would 

definitely recommend that you try your hardest 

on the G.A.T.E. test to try and make it. Now I’m 

going to tell you why to join G.A.T.E.. 

Water Well Activity 

The water well activity was very exciting 

when I walked into that room with all the other 

G.A.T.E. students. We made our own little water 

well with some of your everyday items. It was a 

great idea because it showed me how people 

make those huge projects that affect the world 

greatly. Also, it showed me how those engineers 

build the things that really make the world a 

better place to live. That was a very fun 

project that the G.A.T.E. students did to make 

a water well. 

Cal Poly Field Trip 

Now, the Cal poly field trip is by far the 

best G.A.T.E. field trip I’ve ever been on. It 

made me want to go to the Cal Poly University 

when I’m older. We went into a little museum 

that they had there it was so fascinating!  They 

had some super amazing rolling chairs that had 

a movable desk and cup holder. Anyway that 

university was giant, I mean if I wasn’t with 

someone I’d most likely get lost with a bunch of 

college students. I loved when we got to go into 

the greenhouse. They had some lotion that was 

shaped like a rock and needed to be carved off 

to get the relaxing smell and 

texture.                                         

G.A.T.E. Recycling Program 

I was really happy when we received 

about $250 for recycling cans and water 

bottles. I was satisfied by how much money  

Stork can raise by recycling 

plastic and metal.  

I hope I will see you in 

G.A.T.E. sometime soon. I 

guarantee that you will love 

G.A.T.E. and you will have so 

many great times with all the 

other G.A.T.E. students.  

 

By:Kira Cooper 
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What is an amazing field trip? 

 

 G.A.T.E. is an amazing privilege that I get 

to experience. It is filled with fun projects and 

once in a lifetime field trips. As I brought up 

the subject of field 

trips, it reminds me of 

our first G.A.T.E. field 

trip this year, our trip 

to the Jeopardy 

Studios. From the bus 

ride to the studio, until 

our bus ride back, I 

enjoyed all of it. Once we arrived at the studio 

we got off the bus and entered the studio. We 

took our seats to watch three shows. Between 

shows we got to talk to Alex Trebek! I asked 

him, “What month were you born?” and it turns 

out he has the same birthday as one of my 

friends, but not the year of course! The 

questions were interesting and I knew some of 

the answers to the questions! The Jeopardy 

trip was really fun and I am super excited for 

the next field trip! 

 

By: Lara Gellien Velasquez 
 

My Jeopardy Field Trip 

 

 I had so much fun 

watching Jeopardy. It really 

shows why it's so fun to be in 

G.A.T.E.. I got to watch the 

New Year and New Year’s Eve 

episodes, and I can't wait to 

watch the episodes. Once we got to the studio, 

we walked around some other studios. Then we 

made it to the Jeopardy studio. I was so 

excited when we  came in and walked through 

Alex Trebek's Hall of Fame. I did not expect to 

see so many seats in the studio. Watching the 

show was not like you would expect. For 

example, you could ask Alex questions during 

commercial breaks. In the last game, someone 

won by three points in the Final Jeopardy, and I 

was so shocked by the outcome. That was my 

Jeopardy field trip and I can't wait to see if I 

was on T.V.  

 

By: AJ Eisen 
 

As an 8th grader, we have had many 

opportunities to participate in intriguing 

G.A.T.E. activities. One significant component 

as a G.A.T.E. student is that we get to engage in 

Family G.A.T.E. Day, which is a day where you 

can make enjoyable memories. You get to hang 

out with your friends, do fun experiments and 

most importantly, learn the 

science behind all of 

those 

experiments. For 

example, our 

marvelous science 

teachers brought 

bubbleology to Family  

G.A.T.E. Day. This activity is something we did 

in class, but they wanted to let others learn 

about it. Bubbleology is where you play, with 
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bubbles, using your hands, not the bubble wand. 

This can teach you crater impact, how your cells 

interact and replicate with each other, how you 

cells “eat”, as well as white light and the visible 

spectrum, etc. Another activity we participated 

in was magnet painting. For this activity, we 

used a plastic tray with a piece of cardstock on 

it, put some paint on a nail, and used magnets to 

guide the nail, making a painting.  

Additionally, we have partaken in the 

G.A.T.E. S.T.E.M. Fair (science, technology, 

engineering, and mathematics). All G.A.T.E. 

students have the chance to do a STEM project 

and compete to be in a school wide Stem Fair. A 

bonus of participating is that you get to go on a 

Disneyland Field Trip, during school hours, 

providing a strong incentive to do a project. 

Obviously, we have taken this opportunity and 

done many STEM projects such as; what is the 

fastest way to melt ice, how much weight can a 

water wheel lift, and how different types of 

flours affect cupcakes. These projects have 

helped teach us different types of science in an 

appealing manner.   

Furthermore, as G.A.T.E. students, we 

have been placed into accelerated courses for 

math and language arts. For math in 8th grade, 

we are placed into 

Integrated 1 

Math, and we also are 

placed into 

accelerated language 

arts. I (Sophie) am 

also in the jazz band 

for my elective. We 

have an upcoming 

performance at the 

Alta Loma High School, 

where we will get to play music with the 

marching band during the football game. Of 

equal importance, I (Kristin) am in Spanish 1 for 

my elective.  We happen to be doing a family 

tree.  This is interesting because my class is 

learning how to say our families in Spanish. 

All in all, being in G.A.T.E. has changed 

our lives each and every day. Being in G.A.T.E. is 

a huge opportunity that helps enlarge out 

understandings while also providing exciting 

learning opportunities.   

 

By: Kristin Welch And Sophie Rasin 
 

 As a start in my first year of Junior 

High, I would like to say that it is the best 

experience that I have ever had! There are a 

bunch of activities, sports, and electives that 

you can choose from. For example, as an 

elective, you can choose from Spanish, wheel, 

art, and if you are a G.A.T.E. student, you get 

placed into accelerated math and LA. As 

activities, you can join clubs, help around the 

school, and join in fundraisers. For sports, you 

can do flag football, basketball, soccer, 

volleyball, and spirit squad. The best part about 

sports here is that there is no discrimination in 

gender. What I mean is the girls can play 

soccer, flag football, and 

basketball. I myself am 

going to join the girls 

basketball team. One 

of the things I love 

the most is all of the 

teachers and staff 

are very nice and 

caring. Currently in my 

accelerated math class, we are learning about 

Linear Expressions. We took a pre-test and the 

class average was an 87%. Since the average 

was pleasing to our teacher, we moved on to 

the next lesson pretty quickly. In my 

accelerated LA, we are working on a 

performance task to prepare for a state test. 

Today, we will write an essay on the 3 sources 
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we read on napping and sleep. All 

of my teachers this year are 

funny, sweet, and understanding. I 

can’t wait to be in more G.A.T.E. 

activities this year and next year. 

For example, the spelling bee, the 

STEM project, and Family Fall 

G.A.T.E. day. Currently, for the 

STEM project this year, my friends and I are 

working on a project using mints to prove that 

when adding friction, they cause a spark. As I 

said in the beginning, this year in 7th grade has 

been an amazing and fantastic. I wish to have 

as much fun as I am this year, next year. 
 

By: Tanya Saleem 
 

 
Cal State San Bernardino 

 

Field trips are what students usually look 

forward to. We ask around our friend group to 

see who is going and make sure that we all sign 

up. Being a G.A.T.E. student, you're able to go 

on many more field trips and have more 

exposure to the educational world outside our 

small school. Our last field trip was to 

California State University San Bernardino, 

which was eye-opening. The campus gave us a 

small taste of what college life would be like. 
 

The campus is extremely large, but beautiful. 

The buildings are made mostly of glass and have 

the look of contemporary art. We walked by the 

dorms that are offered for all grade levels, and 

this seemed very exciting to have the 

opportunity to live on campus and become a part 

of the community. Many people were at the 

campus that day as it was the first day of the 

2019 quarter. Yet despite the amount of people, 

the campus had a 

calm and peaceful 

atmosphere. We were 

given the opportunity 

to sit in a classroom 

and hear about the 

many degrees the university offers. We also 

learned that you can apply for student 

employment and make money while attending. 

After the classroom discussion, we were 

allowed to go eat at the cafeteria. That was a 

lot of fun as they had a huge amount of choices, 

such as Taco Bell, a sub shop, and even sushi! 
 

After having attended this field trip, I would 

highly consider applying to Cal State San 

Bernardino, once I figure 

out what I want to do 

with my life. If you ever 

need to go choose/apply 

for a university, I would 

say Cal State San 

Bernardino. As I said 

before, the campus is beautiful and full of 

opportunities. The university is a great choice 

and will help you succeed. Field trips like these 

show us (as students) what university/college 

life would be like. It also gives us an idea of 

what we could choose for a career. This was a 

great trip and was very educational. I am really 

looking forward to our next college visit! 
 

By: Elizabeth Ocampo 
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Let our 
hearts be 
full with 

both thanks 
and giving! 

 

 

Holiday 
Reminders 
November 25th – 29th  

Thanksgiving Holidays 

December 23rd – January 3rd     

 Christmas Holidays and 
Winter Recess 

 


